Methods -Cells were placed on glass-bottomed dishes treated with poly-D-lysine and allowed to grow for at least four days to confluency in RPMI-1640 media supplemented with 10% heatinactivated fetal bovine serum and 2 mM glutamine. Cells were rinsed with F-12/Dulbecco's modified Eagle's medium, incubated in Fluo-4 (2 µM Molecular Probes) for 1 h at room temperature, washed and assayed using the FLIPR. Cells were then treated with various concentrations of ondansetron, granisetron or palonosetron and after 2 min preincubation cells were challenged with 10 µM serotonin. Preliminary control experiments had shown that the EC 50 for serotonin-induced calcium-ion influx was 500 nM and maximal response was obtained in the range 1 -30 µM.
